
Position Paper of the Kelvindale Community Council Regarding Provision of Rail Services from Kelvindale (to potentially include all other stations along the Glasgow Northern Suburban Line, Queen Street High via Maryhill to Anniesland)

Introduction

The Kelvindale Community Council is an active public body operating in accordance with the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973.  The Council regard the provision of rail services from Kelvindale as essential to the economic and social development of the area. For that reason the Council wish to advocate and promote the maintenance of the current level of service provided as a minimum, whilst also seeking the future further development of the Maryhill Line, Kelvindale Station and the attendant rail services. The Council would vigorously oppose any reduction in services

Future Improvements for Northern Suburban Line, Kelvindale and Services 

· Electrify the Northern Suburban (Maryhill) Line

· Connect the ‘Maryhill’ Line to North Electric Line at Anniesland

· Kelvindale Station Area Improvements, eg pick up/drop off point

We greatly welcome the introduction of Sunday services which will help supply the needs of workers and customers in the growing retail area, plus give residents greater amenity travel opportunity.

In keeping with other major rail developments within Glasgow the Council wish to see the approximately 6 mile length of the Maryhill Line electrified at the earliest opportunity. 

In addition, the line could relatively easily be joined by one set of crossover points to the North Electric Line at Anniesland. By doing this it would be possible to tie in the greater Glasgow suburban network and create a whole new north/east/west city loop line and link up the north side of the city to both the westend and eastend of Glasgow. There could be a loop service running via Maryhill to Springburn then down into Glasgow Queen Street Low Level and back through Anniesland and Kelvindale. The journey time should be 40mins allowing for up to 3 trains per hour in each direction.

The benefits of such a through link would include opening up the whole north side of the city to residents and visitors alike without the need to have to change trains via Queen Street High Level. For example, Springburn College in the north, Gartnavel Hospital in the west and also the link would give the opportunity for passengers who would normally walk between the main Glasgow stations to connect to the Argyll line at Partick for services via Glasgow Central and beyond. 

Electrification and line joining at Anniesland would provide additional network resilience and flexibility, capacity, and opportunities for patronage growth. They would allow some services to operate via Queen Street Low level or Central Station Low Level and indeed increasing direct connections with the rest of the network. 

Station Facilities

We welcome recently announced funding for improvements at a number of stations. There is the additional potential to improve Kelvindale station facilities by providing nearby pick up/drop off area(s) and possibly a small amount of adjacent parking. 

Local Need 

Kelvindale station is well located, and the transport link it provides is a significant economic and social enabler for growth and improving living standards in this part of Glasgow. The current level of service throughout the day (Monday-Saturday) enables a varied usage, for example, commuting for work and education, traveling for pleasure such as the extensive shopping and entertainment available in Glasgow city centre, and other travel needs. The station and its services are also a significant factor, we believe, in deciding to purchase housing and/or live in this area.

Glasgow Need

These improvements are an enabler for wider Glasgow by supporting social mobility and wider growth in living standards, through having Strathclyde being the largest and most used suburban rail network outside of London. 

Rail Growth

Passenger traffic is buoyant with growth positive or very positive, and environment, social and economic changes in employment, education, retail, homes and leisure now favour rail transport.

Queen Street Station Redevelopment and Temporary Closure

If the Maryhill line could be joined to the North Electric Line at Anniesland before the closure it should be feasible to provide the loop service or alternative services for example from Ashfield to Glasgow Central during the closure. 
Adopt a Station

The Community Council would seek to support Kelvindale Station through Scotrail’s ‘Adopt a Station’ scheme and provide some additional gardening assistance.
Summary

The Community Council seeks to identify the current and future needs of the residents of Kelvindale. Transport, notably rail transport, is one of one of those needs being vital to improving social mobility, opportunity and overall living standards. The current level of rail service through Kelvindale is good and of significant benefit. However, it needs to develop and modernise in keeping with other projects.

The requests in this submission would adhere to much of the strategy for ‘Scotland’s Railways’. We therefore hope that it will obtain support and action to speedily implement the proposals for future improvement.
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